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Text: The UK media is awash right now with stories about sexually inappropriate behaviour by 
politicians and party workers. Sparked by the Harvey Weinstein allegations in the U.S., 
the UK political establishment also became the focus of a similar media frenzy that has 
seen resignations, suspensions and referrals to the police. 
It has been suggested that Harvey Weinstein may be the tip of the iceberg and many 
more such cases may emerge in the near future. Kevin Spacey is also in the spotlight, 
and is the subject of a police investigation in the UK at present. 

Discussion: Is it a defence to say that such behaviour was acceptable in the past? 
And, what exactly constitutes inappropriate behaviour? 

Words and 
usage: 

Inappropriate 
The meaning is 'not proper or suitable' to a particular situation. This could refer to spoken 
words, actions or manner of dress. 

 https://translate.weblio.jp 
Oxford Dictionaries.  http://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com 
The British Council website.  https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org 

Practice idea: Tell us about some behaviour you found unacceptable, be it a one-off situation or 
general behaviour. 

Listening link: Inappropriate behavior - audio 

 

Quiz Me! 
Conversation 
card: 

Card number E6 below is from Starter pack 2, available at englishbooks.jp,            
Amazon and Rakuten 
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